Friends of Parkies Newsletter April 2026

Apologies for the lateness of the Newsletter this month, it has nothing to do with our house move but my laptop decided not to work – it is currently being fixed and hopefully will be back with me soon.
We had a very informative presentation from the students at Imperial College London that have been working hard to develop a new APP to help with amplifying the voice of both Parkinsons sufferers and anyone else that suffers speech impairment due to an illness or disability. This enables the users to communicate better via the app as the app literally does the talking for you.  It was good to see how user friendly the app was and how it could improve the day to day life of the Users. It is also free to download to your mobile phone and for more information on this please visit www.eloquaspeech.co.uk or to reach out to them directly for any questions you may have Eloquaspeech@gmail.com  An amazing group of Students and we thank them very much for taking the time to visit us.

Christmas Lunch has been confirmed for Friday 18th December at the Musgrove Hall, Moreton Hall School.  There is a slight price increase to £30 pp but we are still only asking for £10 pp as we have received a £250 donation from Chirk Town Council and this will cover the difference. We are very grateful for their donation.
We on the committee, are considering a change to the venue for the monthly Parkies meetings – we feel as we are growing the room is getting smaller and when we are all in attendance we are starting to struggle for space.  The favourite option so far is the Memorial Hall in Oswestry just opposite Red Square.  This is in the centre of town and has ample public car parks surrounding it, so please when you visit Oswestry pop in and have a look around and let us know your feedback – positive and negative feedback all is welcome
Carers meetings will be held once a month towards the end of the month on a Tuesday at Centre Point, Oak Road from 10.30am.  This will give the other halves an opportunity to chat with others in the same situation & for PWP’s to make use of the facilities there: darts, pool, putting golf, computer games etc.  The facilities are also available for us to use any Saturday for a coffee and meet ups if you may wish.
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 13th May where we will be welcoming back the Oswestry Ukelele Band. We thoroughly enjoyed them on their last visit I am sure you will all agree.
June – Parkinsons UK Visiting
July – Sonia Movement to Music  
That’s all the updates for now, hope you are keeping well and enjoying the lovely weather.
Best Regards
Phil
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